
Ant Antics! 

Tell the children they are going to make their own ant. Give each child three marshmallows, two toothpicks. and four 
long, or eight short, pipe cleaners. Have the children color their marshmallows any color(s) they want. When the 
marshmallows are dry, connect them lIsing toothpicks, to make the head, thorax, and abdomen of their "ant." Using 
scissors, have them cut the long pipe cleaners in half, making eight pieces. If smalJer pipe cleaners are used, each 
child will need eight and wiJI not need to use scissors. Have them put the pipe cleaners (ant's legs) in u1e middle 
marshmallow (thorax), with one on each side of the iliorax closest to the "head," and two on each side of the thorax 
closest to the "abdomen." After anaching their legs, have iliem attach a pipe cleaner to their ant's head, one on each 
side, close to the inside, above the mouth. Finally, to finish their ant, have them draw a small eye above each 
antenna. 

Application: By doing this activity the children should learn the three body parts of an ant, the number of legs, and 
the number of antennae an ant has. They should also learn where these appendages are on an ant. 

Ask the children the following: 

• How many legs does their ant have? 

• How many antennae does their ant have? Discuss why ants use their antennae. 

• How many sections are there to an ant's body? Have them name ilie three sections. 

ACTIVITY "A Cast of Castes" 

Materials: ant drawing (one per child), scissors, glue, crayons or nontoxic washable markers, and light-colored 
sheets of construction paper (three per child) 

Make a copy of the ant and its parts, one for each child, on white paper. (See attached drawing at the end of Ant 
Antics!) Have Ihe children cut out the body parts of the ant and glue tJ1em correctly on a piece of construction paper. 
If the children want to make a worker ant, they wjJI not add the wings. If they add the wings, ask them if they are 
making a queen ant or male ant. In real life, the queen ant is larger ilian the male. Then lei them color their ants. 
Remind them that ants come in colors of black, brovlll, red, or yellow, but they can be as creative as they wish. 

Application: Discuss what the children have created. Define the term "caste." Compare ilie appearance of each 
caste. Discuss the purpose of each caste of ants. Ask the children why all three castes of ants are necessary for an ant 
colony to exist. 

ACTIVITY "Amazing Ant Search" 

Materials: a pencil and a copy of the Amazing Ant Search word search puzzle for each child 

Children can work in groups or independently to find the words listed below relating to ants. Words will be listed 
left to right and up and down. spelled either forward or backward. Children can either circle the words or draw a line 
ilirough the words. Help them as needed. 
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Ant Head 



Queen Ant Body Male or Worker Ant Body 

Right Wing for Queen or Male Ant 

Left Wing for Queen or Male Ant 


