
"Extinction and Endangered Animals" 

Materials: colored poker chips (mayhe 25 of each color) 

Discuss the difference between extinct and endangered animals. Have the children give 
examples of each. Have pictmes to show the children: 

Extinct---dinosaurs, teradactyles, mammoths 

Endangered-bald eagles, whales, pandas 

Have the children sit in a circle. Place 10 of 
each color poker chips in the middle with 
the remainder of the chips in piles outside 
the circle. Have the group pretend that 
they are on a "poker chip safari." Dming 
the first round, let each child pick their 
favorite color poker chip. 

The adult will then replace each chip 
taken with a chip of the same color (taken 
from a pile outside the circle). Have the children 
count how many chips of each color are left in the middle and outside the 
circle. At the beginning of the second round, tell the group that the blue chips are worth the 
most points, with the object of the safari being to get the most points. Draw the group's 
attention to the number of blue chips left as the supply of the blue poker chips outside the 
circle dwindles. Relate the concept of endangered species to the game when the only blue 
chips left are the ones in the middle. As tbe children continue to "huot" the blue chips, the blue 
chips eventually become "extinct." 

Variation for older children: Tell the group that the supply of blue poker chips will double 
every two turns. Have them think about how this should affect their "hunting habits." Have 
them apply this to the endangered and extinction concepts. 

Application: Ask the children why some wildlife no longer exists. What can they do to help 
endangered animals? 

This listing of reading materials can be used as background information, for sharing before the 
group activity to set the stage for learning, or for sharing afterwards to reinforce the activity. 

Rescuing Endangered Species, by Jean F. Blahfield 

A New True Book: Endangered Animals, by Lynn M. Stone 

Places ofRefuge: Our National Wildlife Refuge Sysfem, by Dorothy Hinshaw Patent 

What We Can Do About Protecting Nature, by Donna Bailey 


