
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

GETTING STARTED 

"Weather Mystery Bags" (4 - 6 minutes) 

Grade Level: K - 3 

Materials: two grocery bags ("mystery bags") - one with a weather forecast and map from the daily 

paper and the other with a variety of items associated with different kinds of weather (umbrella, sun­

glasses, mittens, booLS, sunblock, fan). 

Gather the group into a circle. Show them the first mystery bag. Tell them the mystery item has some­

thing to do with weather. Ask them to guess what it is. Give clues until someone guesses corre.ctly. 

Show them the weather map and forecast. See if they can name different kinds of information included 

in the weather report. Ask them to describe t<x1ay's weather. 

Show the second mystery bag. Randomly select children to pull out an item and tell what kind of 

weather the item would be used for. Encourage them to think creatively by asking them questions such 

as "Are sunglasses worn only in the summer?" or "Is there another kind of weather condition that an 

umbrella could be used for? 

Application: Ask the children to think about other examples of items that we use for different weather 

conditions. Encourage them to be on the lookout for examples at home, school, at the store, and when 

outside. 

"What Should I Wear Today?" (8 - 10 minutes) 

Grade Level: K - 3 

Materials: old clothing catalogs, magazines, scissors, construction 

paper and glue. 

Fold the construction paper in half. Label the top of 

one side "II's Cold Today." Write "It's Not Cold Today" 

on the other side of the paper. Ask the children to find pictures of 

clothing that would be suitable for each weather condition. As 

they cut out and glue the pictures on their papers, talk about how 

weather affecLS what we wear. 

Note to the Voluntccr: Have the children make cxtra examples 

to use in the Art Exhibit and Cloverbud Display lessons in the subject area of Communjty Expressive 

Arts. 

Application: Encourage the chjldren to read the wealher forecast for the week and think about the types 

of clothing they might need for each day. 



BRINGING CLOSURE 

I II "What Can You Do with a Snowball?" (5 - 7 minutes) 

Grade Level: K - 3 

Materials: paper to crumple into "snowballs," cassette tape or record player, and instrumental 

music. 

Explain to the group that if the temperature drops below 32 degrees Fahrenheit, it 

is cold enough to snow, if the weather conditions are right. If you made ther­

mometers, set the temperature at a reading somewhere below the freezing point 

of water (32 degrees). Make pretend snowballs from the paper. Crumple them tightly so 

they don't "meJl." Thm on the music and see if the children can do the following with 

their "snowballs": 

walk around the room with the snowball under their chin
 

balance the snowball on their head
 

jump around the room with the snowball between their knees
 

get on hands and knees and blow the snowballs on the floor from one end of the
 

room to the other 

use baby steps to walk around the room with the snowball between their feet 

throw their snowbaU into the trash can 

GOING BEYOND 

fI II "After the Rain Scavenger Hunt" 

Grade uvel: K - 3 

Materials: none. 

Take a hike outside after a rainstorm. Look for clues that let you know it has rained. 

Can you find: 

• a puddle. raindrops on leaves· leaves that have blown off during the rain 

• a dry spot protected by leaves or branches· raindrops on a spider web 

• earthwonns on the ground' birds looking for food 

• a watermark left. after water drained away or evaporated 

• insect or worm trails in the mud· an asphalt "rainbow" (oil and water) 

Application: Try this activity after a snowfall. What kinds of things can you find caused by the snow? 

Th.is listing of reading materials can be used by you as background, or for sharing before to set the stage 

for the lesson or for sharing afterwards to reinforce the lesson. 

The Cloud Book, by Tomie dePaola 

Where Does the Butterfly Go When It Rains?, by May Garelick 

First Snow, by Emily Arnold McCully 

A Walk: in the Rain, by Ursel Scheffler 


