
The Wonder of Water 

ACTIVITY "Discovel-ing How Water Gets into the Air"
 

Materials: plastic sandwich bags and 12-inch lengths of yam
 

Work in pairs. Place a sandwich bag over one hand, wrap the yarn around the wrist tight enough to close the bag
 
at the wrist, but not so tight as to hinder circulation.
 

Note to the Volunteer: Make sure the children do not place the plastic bag over their face or mouth.
 

Within moments the hand will start to feel warm, shortly thereafLer it will begin to feel wet and this sensation will
 
increase as time passes. When the bag is removed, water droplets will be inside.
 

Application: Have the group detennine where Lhe water came from Lhat is now inside the plastic bag.
 
(perspiration from the skin of the hand) 

ACTIVITY "Where Is Water?" 

Materials: none 

Applkation: Have the group sit in a circle on the floor, each person in turn tries to name something in which 
water may be found. Name these things in alphabetical order starting with A. Name things with water of certain 
colors, shapes, or sizes. 

ACTIVITY "Water Cools Us" 

Materials: none 

Place the back of your hand 1 inch in front of your mouth and inhale quickly and forcefully. Remember how it 
feels (warm or cool). Moisten the back of your hand with your tongue. Then place it close to your mouth and 
inhale quickly and forcefully. 

Application: What were the differences between the dry hand and the wet hand? Which one felt wann and which 
one felt cool? After playing outside on a hot day, why do our bodies sweat? 

ACTIVITY "Wetter Water" 

Materials: bubble solution* and an assortment of objects that will produce bubbles** 

Try blowing bubbles with plain water. Compare how much better bubble solution works. Experiment to 
locate other objects that will produce bubbles. Before lIsing an object, have the group decide if the item will 
or will not form a bubble. 



IN THE ENVIRONMENT 

Yes No 15. New sources for water are being discovered every day.
 

Yes No 16. Two-thirds of the water used in the home is used in the bathroom.
 

Yes No 17. It's safe to drink water directly from streams.
 

Yes No J8. 40% of the water used in the home is used for flushing toilets.
 

Yes No 19. Approximately 80% of Earth's smface is covered with water.
 

Note to the Volunteer: Encourage families to think about how they can lower water
 
consumption or waste. Examples include check leaky faucets, shorter showers, full loads
 
of wash, etc. Yes is the answer to all of the "in the enyjronment" questions.
 

Reading Adventures 

This listing of reading materials can be used as background information, 
for sharing before the group activity to set the stage for learning, or for 
sharing afterwards to reinforce Ihe activity. 

Water, Water Everywhere, by Mark J. Rauzon and Cynthia Overbeck Bix 

Flush! Treating Waste Water, by Karen Miller Coombs 

11le Magic Schoolbus at the Waterworks, by Joanna Cole 

Let's Find Out About Water, by Martha and Charles Shepp 


